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case, the nephew, as next in the male line, had
some sort of right to preside on his behalf.

Hearing of this intrigue, Apa Saheb openly ex-
pressed the highest indignation, professing his de-
termination to resort to force, sooner than submit
to be so superseded.    His party, at the same time,
talked loudly of the necessity of rescuing the go-
vernment and public treasures from the hands of
the worthless  and designing   individuals,  who,
under colour of the name, were usurping the au-
thority of the young Raja.   The popular voice
was so strongly in his favour on this point, that
Dhurmajee's party, not being yet prepared for
extremities, disclaimed having ever meditated the
supersession of the presumptive heir, or appoint-
ment of another person to officiate for Pursajee at
the approaching sradh.   A readiness was, at the
same time, expressed to admit Apa Saheb to a
share in the government on certain conditions;
and efforts were made to bring about a reconcilia-
tion, but thwarted underhand by Dhurmajee. The
sradh was quietly performed on the 1st of April,
the nephew of the deceased officiating as principal
actor in the ceremonies.

While matters remained in this unsettled state,
both parties expressed the strongest desire for the
return of Sreedhur Luchmun Pundit, who was
still the nominal prime minister at Nagpoor, but,
having found his influence with Raghoojee on the